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From the Helnr p/c Kany Schuts, AP

Spring is right around the
corner! What an exciting
time as the trees bud, the
sap flows, the tulips pop up
and oh yes...... we can set
the date to get the boat in

the water.

Your District Bridge ea-
gerly anticipates the coming
of spring also. The chal-
lenges of a new Bridge will
always add a level of excite-
ment and enthusiasm to the
group. With the excite-
ment of spring, I also have
to feel a certain amount of
remorse as my tenure
comes to an end. It abso-
lutely amazes me how fast
this time has gone. It seems
like just last week, we were
planning our Spring Con-

ference in Wausau.

We are trying very dili-

gently to maintain the se-
cure financial state of our
District 10. With the de-

cline in membership within
this organization, we must
continue to be frugal. The
dues paid by our members,
continues to be our main
source of income. With
that being said, I feel it is
more than ever essential for
the membership to have a
voice in how to best make
use of the resources avail-
able to us. One of the areas
your Bridge has worked on
this year is in the area of
electronic communications.
I sincerely hope that to-
gether, we will move for-
ward as we continue to ex-
plore our options using,
Constant Contact, Sail An-
le and the electronic dis-
persal of the D10 Commu-
nicator. This is an exciting
time for us. At the Fall
Conference, it became evi-
dent that there were unre-
solved issues with this con-
cept. The Planning Com-
mittee is currently looking

at the associated issues. [

See the full color version on the web at www.usps-d10.org

hope to have there report
and recommendations
ready for the upcoming
Spring Conference. Stay

tuned!

Your Bridge is excited to
offer a Spring Conference
Agenda with multiple op-
tions for you. As we con-
tinue to “Expand those Op-
portunities”, we will try a
different approach to many
of the traditional aspects
typically found in a district
conference. Check the
agenda out on the D10
website as well as in this
edition. We look forward
to welcoming a “Key Note”
speaker. This will add an
additional venue for infor-
mation gathering of interest
to us avid boaters. The
Madison Sail & Power
Squadron is working very
hard to make this a week-
end to remember. COME
JOIN US!



Page 2

Communicator

District Executive Officer D/1.4/C Jim Pabi-Washa

D/Lt/C Jim Pahl-Washa, JN

“I thought it was dad...
but it was Joe”, Deana
Martin Griffeth (Dean
Martin’s daughter) at
the Dean Martin
Festival, 2001

Just Back from the
National Conference

in Orlando

Julie and I just returned
from the National Meeting
in Orlando at the Coronado
Resort, a Disney World
property. D/C Kathy
Schult and Flag Lieutenant,
Marie Coons, organized a
D10 dinner at Disney’s
Yacht Club Resort on Fri-
day, February 5%, where
we were all treated to a
special menu designed just
for District 10. A summary
of the meetings will be for-
warded to squadrons and
will also be added to the
D10

agenda.

Spring  Conference

District 10 Confer-
ence Kicks off with
the King of Cool,
Friday Night!

We’re quickly approaching
the season when Squadrons
and the District hold their
respective Change of Watch
Banquets. These are great
opportunities to celebrate
the accomplishments of the
past year, but to also em-
brace the upcoming year. I
look forward to attending
the events across the Dis-
trict to acknowledge your
contributions, and to look
at the promise of a new
year.

A season of celebration starts
off with a blast on March 19-
21 at the D10 Spring Confer-
ence in Madison. We prom-
ise you an unparalleled week-
end of entertainment and spe-
cial programs.

The entertainment starts Fri-
day night, March 19% with a
special Dinner Show, a Rat
Pack Musical Tribute to Dean
Martin,
others of the era by Madison

Frank Sinatra and

Native, Joe Scalissi.

“Joe Scalissi Knocks out crowd
as Dean Martin”, New York

Wire Entertainment

“I thought it was dad... but it

was Joe”, Deana Martin Grif-

feth (Dean Martin’s daugh-

ter) at the Dean Martin Fes-
tival, 2001

Take Cover, We’re un-
der Attack by Flying

Carp
The rest of the Conference
Presentations and workshops
are unprecedented. Satur-
day’s Keynote address will
introduce you to the invasion
of Flying Carp that are a
nightmare in the making for

Midwest river systems and
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the Great Lakes.

Dr Philip Moy, from the
University of Wisconsin Sea
Grant Institute, and Jessica

VanEgeren of the Wisconsin
Capital Times are leading
experts regarding the Asian
Carp. These flying fish are
extreme hazards to recrea-
tional boating, the commer-
cial marine industry, and the
You don’t

want to miss these informa-

environment.

tive presentations on Satur-

day.

Enjoy Saturday
Lunch with a photo
tour of the Missis-
sippi River

Members and Shipmates will
be entertained during the
Saturday lunch by author,
Martha Phillips.
“Marti”, who lives just a few

Greene

miles north of Madison, will
share with you photos and
stories from her book, The
Floating Boathouses of the
Upper Mississippi River.
The book illustrates how life
on the Mississippi River has
evolved over the past cen-
tury. Lunch and Dinner
reservations can still be
made by contacting Julie

=¥ Pahl-Washa at

See the full color version on the web at www.usps-d10.org

608.692.8088.

Continued on page 4
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District Administrative Officer p/1.4/C Mike Skelly, AP

In my fall Communicator
article, | told you how we
were trying to drive our
success by finding new
ways for our members to
get involved, identifying
what the next generation of
Power Squadron member’s
want, and relentlessly inno-
vating to make our organi-
zation more attractive to
fellow boaters. | encour-
aged each of you to go be-
yond what you have al-
ready mastered and get
involved, have fun, and
plot a course for our con-
tinued success. Well, I'm
happy to say that we are on
course, it has been working
for the Admin Department,
and we have some awards
and national recognition to
prove it.

Both Oshkosh and Minne-
tonka won National honor-
able mentions for their en-
tries for the MIRA award
which recognizes member-
ship involvement and re-
tention. YouTube videos of
D-10 events, our squadron
activities, and public ser-
vice announcements took
center stage in a meeting at
the Annual National Meet-
ing in Orlando.  We also
had more than one hundred
youth posters turned into
our D-10 Squadrons, with
about 30 making the final
judging at the Rendezvous.
We submitted the 1% place
winner from D-10 in each
age group at the USPS Fall
Governing Board and Kade
Retterath from Minnetonka

finished 2" in the nation
for his age group and Julia
Graham from Central Wis-
consin finished 1% in the
nation for her age group.

To celebrate their success,
both Central Wisconsin and
Minnetonka presented
these national winners with
their awards this fall.
Every youth who partici-
pated in the contest
throughout the District re-
ceived a certificate thank-
ing them for promoting
safe boating and participat-
ing in the contest. In the
following picture, 1 re-
turned to the school where
| held a youth boating and
water safety demonstration
to present Kade Retterath
with his national winning
poster, the second place
ribbon, a *“big check” and
the real one, in front of an
all school assembly of stu-
dents, teachers, administra-
tors, and the Sherriff’s Wa-
ter Patrol. Also present
was Mark Hanus, mayor
and Power Squadron mem-
ber, who presented Kade
with a resolution from the
city, recognizing his ac-
complishment. | should
note that the school has
asked us to expand the pro-
gram next year. A similar
award presentation was
done for Julia Graham by
the Central  Wisconsin
Squadron.

In  keeping with Com-
mander Kathy’s slogan of
Expanding Opportunities,
we offered our membership

a number of great boating
activities throughout the
district this year. We had
predicted log contests, boat
rodeos, “Teach Your Sig-
nificant Other to Drive”
days, and of course, the
Summer Rendezvous.
Based on the success of
this year’s Rendezvous, we
will have more District
sponsored neutral location
Rendezvous’ in the future.
However, the next two
years are planned with Du-
luth hosting the 2010 Ren-
dezvous in Bayfield, WI
and Door County hosting
the 2011 Rendezvous.
Both are wonderful sum-
mer vacation spots and |
look forward to seeing eve-
ryone there.

I would like to thank the
members of the Minne-
tonka Power Squadron for
hosting the D-10 Fall Con-
ference. It was a wonder-
ful event and we were able
to try some new thinks like
an officer’s round table
discussion on Friday after-
noon. That allowed us to
strategize around Squadron
and District issues and de-
velop plans for future suc-
cesses. Friday evening’s
event was unique, with a
“That’s Entertainment”
costume party with Red
Carpet interviews and the
Knot Work’n Band. Satur-
day brought workshops,
seminars, first aid certifica-
tion, awards, and let’s not
forget the emotional audio
visual presentation by

See the full color version on the web at www.usps-d10.org
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D/Lt/C Mike Skelley, AP

Tamra Johnson. We look
forward to an equally great
Spring Conference hosted
by the Madison Sail and
Power Squadron, March
19" - 21%,

The latest Administrative
Department news from the
Orlando meeting, was our
national organization’s
implementation of a new
USPS Leadership Devel-
opment Training Program
“Transition from Warrior
to Chieftain” that is aimed
at DAO’s and SAO’s and
will follow them as they
move through the ranks to
Commander. This training
will continue to evolve and
be offered each year for
AO’s, next year for XO’s,
and eventually for Com-
manders. | will cover this
one day training program
in greater detail at the
Spring Conference.

Many additional topics
were also discussed in
various Administrative
meetings, including the
use of SailAngle.com by
our Squadrons and Dis-
trict, as well as how we
can auto enroll all

Continued on page 6
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Enjoy Saturday
Lunch with a photo
tour of the Missis-
sippi River
Members and  Shipmates
will be entertained during
the Saturday lunch by au-
thor, Martha Greene Phil-
lips. “Marti”, who lives just
a few miles north of Madi-
son, will share with you
photos and stories from her
book, The Floating Boat-
houses of the Upper Mis-
The book

illustrates how life on the

sissippi River.
Mississippi River has
evolved over the past cen-
tury. Lunch and Dinner
reservations can still be

made by contacting

Julie Pahl-Washa at

608.692.8088.
Workshops

Two Internet collaboration
and communication tools,
Constant Contact and Sail
Angle will be demonstrated
Sunday morning. Vendor
representatives will be on
hand to provide insight as to
the value and capabilities of
each. Already in use
throughout the District,
these tools will help us stay
in touch.

N Club

At the Sunday morning “N
Club” seminar, Brad
Borchers, a Product Sup-
port Engineer with Palmer
Johnson Power Systems will
talk about repowering and
repairing commercial boats
and fishing fleets. And you
thought throwing out a
Lower Unit was a problem!

@ Palmer Jognson

ower
Systems

Seminar

Finally, Captain Cliff
Schmidt is offering the
American Red Cross, CPR/
First Aid Seminar Sunday
morning for anyone inter-
ested in fulfilling the next
set of requirements for their
Boat Operator Certificates.
The Course fee is $25. You
must pre-register for the
course by contacting Cliff at
(612) 865-4641 or

Cliff(@schmidtmarine.com

American
Red Cross

See the full color version on the web at www.usps-d10.org
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Thanks for a great
Year in the Execu-

tive Department!
Thanks once again for allowing
me to serve as the District
Executive Officer. I've
learned so many great things
from everyone, and truly
benefited from having a great
team. I'm energized by the
level of creativity and passion
that exists throughout the Dis-
trict for USPS.

I especially want to acknowl-
edge the members of the Ex-
ecutive Department that have
served throughout the last
year. Ilook forward to thank-
ing them again at the Spring
Conference in Madison.
Cooperative Charting Chair:
R/C Jeff Hamilton AP

Legislative Officer (MN):
Stf/C Greg Korstad AP

Legislative Officer (WI):
P/D/C Ron Kraase SN

Liaison Officer
D/Lt Judy McMillin P

Public Relations Officer
D/Lt Bernie Dohr AP

RBSVP Chair
R/C Art Mollica SN

Sqdn Development Officer
P/D/Lt/C Richard Baker AP

Radio Technical Officer
Stf/ C Mike Wiedel AP

VSC Chair
P/D/C Neil McMillin SN

Continned on page 5
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2010 will be packed full of
many fun-filled activities.
Mark your calendars! The
D10 Summer Rendezvous
will be held in Bayfield 23-
25 July and the Fall Confer-
ence will be held in Green
Bay 5-7 November. Make
plans NOW to attend.

As I write, Don & I are in

D X O continued from page 4
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route to the USPS National
meeting in Orlando. Will
the National membership
approve D10’s request to
host the 2012 National Fall
Governing Board meeting?
What new and exciting
“things” will be presented?
What fun will be had at the
D10 dinner on Friday night?
Which D10 members will
be added to the prestigious

Looking forward to 2010.

I'am honored to be nominated as your next District Commander, and I look forward to our year together. I've designed

list of Rear Commanders?
Ah..... how sweet the

sounds of a National Meet-

ing.

The year has indeed been
adventurous, enchanting,
invigorating, encompassing,
and passionate. . .to say the
least. It certainly has not

been dull and boring.

Page 5

I sincerely wish to thank
the members of D10 for
the opportunity to have
served. Don and I have
made some wonderful
friends here in D10 and we
thank you for your support
in all our past endeavors.
We look forward to many
more wonderful opportuni-

ties to grow with D10.

See you in Madison!

the following District 10 team logo that I believe summarizes the hallmark of a successful year. The 3 C’s of Boating; Col-

laboration, Communication, and Celebration will help us accomplish a great deal and have fun doing it.

I look forward to spending time with you at the Spring Conference in Madison, at the Summer Rendezvous in Bayfield, in

Green Bay for the Fall Conference, and at your home ports different times throughout the year. We have a great team

coming on board to serve you. Let’s continue the mission of USPS and have fun doing it.

Communicate
Collaborate
Celebrate

SDWER SGUADRONS

See the full color version on the web at www.usps-d10.org

ating Club
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members and use this
tool for communications,
archiving files, manage
event calendars, chat
with groups, and pro-
mote education.  Other
areas of interest were
generational differences,
membership  numbers,
trial  memberships, the
new cyber squadron, and
a new unified member-
ship plan. All of these
topics will be discussed
during our workshops at
the Spring Conference.

I would like to thank all
who have served in the
Administrative Depart-
ment this year. Without

volvement Chair:

your help we could not

have accomplished so
much. | want to especially

thank the following Offi-
cers and Chairs:

Assistant Administrative

Officer:

P/D/Lt/C Dick Baker, AP
Conference Chair:

D/Lt Julie Pahl-Washa, P
Membership/Member In-

D/Lt Jim Crowley, AP
Boating Activities Chair:
D/Lt Suzanne Carman

Leadership Development
Co-Chair:

D/Lt Kris Harmon, AP

Leadership Development
Co-Chair:

Lt/C Jeff Schott, AP

While we’ve had a great
year, we’ve only scratched
the surface. We must stay
on course, expand opportu-
nities for member involve-
ment, and make our

District Treasurer p/1.4/C Bud Brockema, AP

——

D/1Lt/C Bud Broekema, AP

Greetings D10 members!

The District spring confer-
ence is upon us. This sig-
nals the beginning of a
new watch year and a new
district bridge taking the
reins. This will be the end
of my tenure as your
treasurer. It’s been a
pleasure to serve in this
capacity for you over the
past two years. Although

the current economy isn’t
the best the Bridge has
been prudent in its expen-
ditures and I can report
that the District’s finances
are in good order as | pass

on the duties of this office.

The experiences | have
had and the new people I
have meet during this past
couple of years has made
serving in the position a

See the full color version on the web at www.usps-d10.org

organization more attractive
to future squadron mem-
bers. But most of all, we
must work together, cele-
brate our friendships, and
have fun.

pleasure. | hope to run
into to you at future dis-
trict functions.

Have a safe and enjoyable
2010 boating season!



Communicator

Volume 6,

Issue 1

Page 7

Chief Commanders Representative R/C jof Hamikon, AP

Jeff Hamilton is “second-
generation” United States
Power Squadrons® having
passed the Public Boating
Course at the age of 11
alongside his dad who is a
40-year member. Jeff him-
self joined in 1990. Both he
and his wife Nancy are ac-
tive members of the Minne-
tonka Power Squadron
which, as part of District
10, is centered on Lake
Minnetonka just west of the
Twin Cities of Minneapolis
and St. Paul, Minnesota.

At the squadron level, Jeff
began as newsletter editor,
has served terms as Safety
Officer, Cooperative Chart-
ing Chair and member of
the Endowment, Roster,
Rules, Planning, Nominat-
ing and Executive commit-
tees. He served as Execu-
tive Officer before serving
as Commander in 2002-
2003. Jeff continues to
teach portions of America's
Boating Course and serve
on the Squadron Endow-

ment Committee.

At the district level, in ad-
dition to his terms as Ad-
ministrative and Executive
Officer before serving as
Commander in 2005-2006,
Jeff has held offices in the
Commander, Secretary and

Executive departments in-

cluding Aide, Advisor, As-
sistant Secretary, Computer
Systems Officer, Coopera-
tive Charting Chair and
Planning Committee Chair.
He continues to serve as a
member of the Committee
on Nominations, as Coop-
erative Charting Chair and
as Computer Systems Offi-

cer.

At the National level Jeff
has served three years on
the Planning Committee

and was elected chair in

2010.

Professionally, Jeff has
spent the past 25 years in
engineering, marketing and
business development for
the commercial building
automation system indus-
try. He began his career
with Honeywell, Inc., has
worked for Johnson Con-
trols, Inc., and spent sev-
eral years with McQuay
International leaving as Di-
rector of Control Systems
Technology and Product
Management. He is cur-
rently serving as the Inte-
grated Solutions Program
Manager for the controls
group at Trane, which is
now part of Ingersoll Rand.
Jeff'is responsible for the
strategic direction, devel-
opment, marketing and

management of controls-

related products and pro-
grams that complement
core Trane-brand control
products and help Ingersoll
Rand deliver integrated,
intelligent commercial

building control systems.

Jeff holds a Bachelors De-
gree in Mechanical/
Industrial Engineering from
the University of Minnesota
and a Masters Degree in
Business Administration
from the Carlson School of
Management at the Univer-
sity of Minnesota. He is a

member of the American

Society of Mechanical Engi- i
neers (ASME), the Institute R/C]J eff C. Hamilton, AP

of Industrial Engineers (IIE) Chair, National Planning Committee

and the American Society of 8431 Colton Ct

Heating, Refrigerating and
. L. X Woodbury MN 55125
Air- Conditioning Engineers
(ASHRAE). (651) 451-2767 (H)
763) 286-8357 (M
In addition to boating and (763) (M)

.. hamiltjc(@visi.com
Power Squadron activities, jo@

Jeff spends his time work- Spouse: D/Lt Nancy Hamilton, S
ing with computers and
technology, dabbling in
photography, wrenching on
custom cars and riding his
motorcycle. Together, Jeff
and Nancy enjoy traveling,
working around their
home, attending car shows
and are just beginning to
ride motorcycles independ-

ently together.

See the full color version on the web at www.usps-d10.org
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DZJ'ZLVZC'ZL Ed%[&lﬁbﬂ&l/ D@Dﬂrfweﬂf P/D/C Bob Stierna, SN, Incoming DEO

P/D/C Bob Stierna, SN

“The District jobs

are the most

rewarding in USPS.”

First, there was surprise.
Would I care to reprise my
role as DEO for a year? It
was not something that I
had ever thought about,
even remotely. We have an
active district with plenty of
talent. But the nominating
committee wanted some-
one for a short period of
time and who wouldn’t be
starting from scratch.

Then came the worry, I had
the experience, but it was
years ago, and much
changes in education almost
every year, especially with
the rollout of Boat Opera-
tor Certification and USPS
University.

Finally, there came the en-
thusiasm. The District jobs
are the most rewarding in
USPS. The ability to work
with a manageable sized
group of friends to accom-
plish things that make real
differences in a large num-
ber of people’s lives is the
heart of the District experi-
ence, and frankly one that I
miss. It’s a challenge to get
up to speed to be sure, but
there are many resources
and friends to lean on.

Bill Dohr, John Winger,
and Bob DeNoto have done
an excellent job to date of
launching the new initia-
tives in USPS University,

rolling out the Seminar Se-
ries, and pioneering the
Boat Operator Certifica-
tion.

This year promises to be an
extension and filling out of
these initiatives. At the
Annual Meeting On-The-
Water/Hands On training
received special emphasis.
It seems that there is a sig-
nificant effort underway to
make practical experience
an integral part of each
course offering. While
these things take time to
make happen, the direction

is clear.

Boat Operator Certification
has had a very strong and
successful rollout in our
District. National contin-
ues to see the BOC pro-
gram as a transformational
effort in the delivery of ser-
vices to the public and
membership growth. As
such, it’s important to get it
right. While the Inland
Navigator Certification is
off to a strong start, there
are important issues yet to
be resolved in the higher
levels of certification. In
our District, we need to
maintain our high perform-
ance effort in Inland Navi-
gator Certifications and be
ready to aggressively imple-
ment Coastal Navigator

when we can.

See the full color version on the web at www.usps-d10.org

One small initiative I want
to roll out for the District is
targeted at Educational In-
volvement for new mem-
bers. I’ve dubbed this Per-
sonal Educational Planning
which in essence provides a
framework to discuss with a
new member their needs
and desires (what they need
and what they dream of)
and provide an educational
path to meet their individ-
ual situation.

[ think we will have a really
interesting program at the
Conference this spring,
with the opportunity to
help Madison celebrate its
50", a keynote speaker on
an area of concern for all
members, and lots educa-
tional and social opportuni-

ties. See you SOON!
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A Preventable Dockside "T'ragedy by Kevin Rirz

Editor’s note:

The following account was writ-

ten by ABYC member, Kevin Ritz
qf Scappose OR, whose son Lucas
was killed in a tragic accident in
1999. It has been published sev-
eral times before, but the message
is worth repeating. Reprinted

with permission queVin Ritz.

“One moment he was
laughing and playing—
an instant later his

short life was over,
leaving our hearts
broken forever.”

We were a live-aboard
family with three active
children at a freshwater
marina on a tributary of
the Willamette River
near Portland, Oregon.
Other kids were already
swimming in the cove
because it was that kind
of day— hot and lazy.
This was a common
practice by adults as well
as children during the
warm summer of 1999.
Our sons lan, age 10,
and Lucas, age 8, asked
to swim with their
friends. Permission was
granted, subject to close
adult supervision by par-
ents including their
mother, a graduate nurse.
The boys were both
wearing Type Il PFD life
jackets, so it was great
fun and presumably safe
to play in the water. Our
children were schooled
in aquatic safety. Being
young professional peo-
ple, my wife, Sheryl, and
I had taken every precau-
tion we could for peace
of mind in a water envi-
ronment.

On the inside of the
dock, the kids were hav-
ing a great time floating
down with the river cur-
rent on an inner tube.
Lucas moved away from
the others toward his
mother, who was keep-
ing pace on the dock

with the children’s water
activity. As he ap-
proached the ladder to
get out of the water, he
let out a loud gasp, im-
mediately rolling onto
his back in his life
jacket, apparently uncon-
scious. Sheryl yelled to
the other kids to help
him and jumped into the
water herself. As the
kids approached Lucas,
they felt a slight tingly
sensation in the water
and immediately backed
off. Upon hitting the wa-
ter downstream from Lu-
cas, Sheryl’s extremities
went numb and she ex-
perienced extreme diffi-
culty moving her limbs,
which, at the time, she
attributed to fear. Some-
how, Sheryl managed to
pull Lucas to the dock-
side where others as-
sisted in getting him onto
the dock.

| arrived moments later
after hearing the commo-
tion and, along with an-
other onlooker, started
giving him CPR, which
we continued until the
paramedics took over
approximately 15 to 20
minutes later. Our be-
loved Lucas was pro-
nounced dead at 6:30 pm
at Portland’s Emanuel
Hospital. One moment
he was laughing and
playing—an instant later,

See the full color version on the web at www.usps-d10.org
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his short life was over,
leaving our hearts bro-
ken forever.

As parents we suffered
agonies of “how did this
happen?” This question
then turned into “why
did this happen?” We
relived every moment
trying to sort out what
we did or didn’t do. It
was not until the next
morning that we were
able to start unraveling
the pieces of the mys-
tery. The first assump-
tion was that he
drowned. However, he
was wearing the best life
jacket money could buy,
which kept his face out
of the water even though
he was unconscious. He
was pulled from a float-
ing position only mo-
ments after rolling onto
his back and CPR was
started immediately.
Also, at no time during
CPR could we detect a
heartbeat and his color
was good. Neither of
these observations would
indicate drowning.

As Sheryl was telling me
what had happened, she
said she had never been
so fearful in her life as to
have her extremities tin-
gle and go numb to the
point where she could

Continued on page 10
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hardly move while in the
water. lan then related to
me for the first time that he
also felt a tingling as he ap-
proached his brother. Upon
hearing all this it seemed
clear to me that he did not
drown, but that somehow,
some way, AC electricity
was present in the water
where the kids were swim-
ming. Our Lucas had been
electrocuted.I then called
the County Coroner’s of-
fice, requesting an autopsy
if they had not already done
s0, because knowledge of
the circumstances and com-
mon sense pointed to elec-
trocution, not drowning.
They argued that there
were no burns on his body.
I pointed out that Lucas had
been in an electrolytic solu-
tion, which eliminated the
resistance of the skin
(ordinarily skin resistance
results in burns when an
individual is electrocuted
on land). To my complete
horror, they responded that
they would not even know
how to test for something

like that.

I told them that testing was
not difficult and that I was
going to test the water in
the area. I then called the
local Sherift’s Department
and left a message telling
them my suspicions. With
my digital voltmeter, I
went to the area where Lu-
cas had been, put the nega-

tive lead to a ground,
dropped the positive lead
into the water, and imme-
diately got AC voltage.
notified the Sheriff’s De-
partment, reporting what I
had found and that I wanted
to get someone to confirm
my test.

They agreed to send out
some deputies while I called
in an electrician. He arrived
later that morning, tracing
the electricity to a power-
boat that was in the area

where the kids had been

swimmin g.

Concerns about liability
soon unleashed a stream of
other investigators, all of
whom were suddenly inter-
ested in determining the
source of the current. The
local utility company
wound up sending a team.
The owner and manager of
the marina arrived. More
deputies were called.
Meanwhile, the electrician
and I continued our investi-
gation, focusing on the
powerboat. We found a
12V wire lying on top of an
AC wire, which had gotten
hot enough to melt its own
insulation and that of the
hot (black) AC wire. This
put 120V AC into the en-
tire ground system of the
boat, including the engines
and propellers. This, cou-
pled with lack of an AC
safety

ground, forced the voltage
and electrical current into
the surrounding water.
Freshwater is not a good
electrical conductor; there-
fore the AC was unable to
reach ground at a sufficient
current to potentially trip
the breaker. Because of its
high salinity, the human
body is a much better con-
ductor of electricity than
freshwater. (Saltwater is
more conductive than the
human body, which ex-
plains why electric shock
deaths have not occurred in
saltwater.) As Lucas ap-
proached the ladder, he
passed into the field of AC
current and, for a brief mo-
ment, completed the circuit
to ground. His heart was
stopped instantly; the in-
sidious path of electrical
current took the life of our
son.

At first we considered this a
freak accident—a unique
set of circumstances that
just happened to us. But
this event completely
changed my life and my
focus. I was determined to
understand how this could
happen and to do every-
thing I could to keep it
from happening again. I did
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Volume 6, Issue 1

not want anyone else to suf-
fer the pain we had suffered.
I, with the collaboration of
my business partner, wrote
a couple of articles for The
American Boat and Yacht
Council (ABYC), describing
the accident and the action
that [ have taken to create
public and professional
awareness of the

problem, to provide educa-
tion and a better under-
standing of the concepts
involved, and to encourage
the following of the ABYC
standards and the use of
ground fault-type devices
onboard boats and in mari-
nas.

I determined to enhance my
own knowledge so that I
would have a solid under-
standing of the workings of
AC currents in freshwater
environments. With Andy
Tufts, my business partner,
we have done that using
many different avenues, not
the least of which was with
ABYC. We are now both
ABYC Master Technicians.
Also, the thrust of our ma-
rine business changed sig-
nificantly from emphasis
primarily on sales to one
concentrating on keeping
boats electrically

safe using ABYC standards.
Our business motto became
“Safer Boating Begins With
A Safe Boat.” On-line, I also

Continued on page 11
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“First and foremost,

no one should go in

the water at a

marina.”

started checking out fresh-
water drownings with the
suspicion that many were
possibly electrical current
related.

Much has happened in the
years since and all of it is
good. The awareness of
“electric shock drowning”
as a serious freshwater issue
has significantly increased.
A USCG-funded ABYC
grant implemented by

Capt. David Rifkin and
James Shafer has greatly
added to the understanding
of how AC current behaves
in freshwater. The truth is
that most people electri-
cally shocked in freshwater,
unlike my son, are
drowned. This is because of
skeletal muscle paralysis
caused by low levels of AC
current using the body as
part of its return path to its
source. This is what Sheryl
experienced when she
jumped into the water to
rescue Lucas. That she did-
n’t drown or get electro-
cuted was due to the volt-
age gradient of the electri-
cal current

from its source. She en-
tered the water farther
from the faulty boat leak
than Lucas. Depending
upon several bodily factors,
arange of say 15 to 30
milliamps (mA) of AC cur-
rent will create muscle pa-
ralysis, and the drowning of

even good swimmers is the

result. An AC current flow
of around 100 mA will put
the heart into fibrillation,
and death will likely follow
within seconds. This is a
very serious problem, but it
is preventable.

First and foremost, no one
should go in the water at a
marina. Signs should be
posted on every pier warn-
ing people to stay out of the
water. Since not everyone
will read this article and
since people often ignore
signs (as happened in the
case of 19 year old girl in
2005) or may fall into the
water accidentally, the only
certain cure is to have
GFCl-type devices installed
on boats that would auto-
matically interrupt the flow
of electricity in the case of a
fault. There have been at
least 60 needless fatalities
and 100 unwarranted casu-
alties from freshwater elec-
trically induced faults.

The unfortunate reality is
that currently there is no
post-mortem evidence
available to coroners to as-
certain whether electricity
was involved in a drowning.
Nor do most law enforce-
ment personnel have the
technical skills or tools to
investigate this type of acci-
dent. This lack of knowl-
edge, training, and tools
leads to questions about
how many deaths have oc-
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curred due to faulty wiring
on boats. Some time after
Lucas’s death, two Mult-
nomah County River Depu-
ties and I conducted a ran-
dom sampling of 50 boats in
three freshwater marinas in
the Portland area. We
found 13 boats leaking po-
tentially lethal electrical
current into the water. A
ratio of 26

percent of faulty boat wir-
ing leads one to wonder if
the number of reported
electrical deaths in freshwa-
ter is only the tip of the
iceberg. If you have any
doubts about your boat, it
should be inspected by an
ABY C-certified technician.
Do not depend on an elec-
trician with experience only
on land. Let’s boat safely

and save lives.

For more information, con-
tact Kevin Ritz:

kevintritz( @gmaﬂ .com.
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SLATE OF OFFICERS FOR ELECTION I010- 2011
COMMANDER DvLt'C Jim Pahl-Washa TH
EXECUTIVE OFFICER DV1™/Lt Mike Skelley, AD
EDTFCATIONAL OFFICER P/D/C Bob Stierna, 5M
Assistant Educational Officer D/ 1%/ Lt Bob DelNoto, [
ADMTWISTRATIVE OFFICER DV1"/Lt Richard Bsker, AD
Asgictant Administrative Officer 0o nomines
SECEETARY DVLe"C Jeff Diavis, AP
Asgistant SecTetary 0o omines
TREASURER Dv1*/Lt Eris Harmon, AP
Asciztant Treasurer o nomines
Term Exp
Fules Committes (3-year term) BDVLTAC Bill Dwhr, SM 2011
BT Alan Wentworth, SH 2012
LT Clamdia Miran P 2013
Planmim g Commities (3-year term) BT Blaury Rice, TR 2011
Le'C Eim Wiedel, 5 2011
BDC Al Harmom, JE 2012
PB/C Len Fobinson, 5 2012
Lt Dionald Dmcam AP 2013
P/C Jack Stoms 5 2013
Andit Commities (3-yesr term) P/C Glen Deedon, AP 2011
L: Diale Anderson 5 2012
Li Dave Poulin AP 2013
Term Exp
HWominating Commities (3-yesr term]) PDVLtC Drawe Carlsom, 5 = Dmuluth 2011
DvLt Tulie Pahl-Wacha P Madison 2011
Lt'C Tennifer Cihak 5 Sheboyzan 2011
P/C Wesley Koplitz, AP O=hkosh 2011
P/IVC Diom Schuolt AP Central WI =~ 2012
P/IVC Ben Coons, AP Hizwatha 2012
SiC Teff Hamilton, AP Mimnetomka 2012
SHC Mike Wiedel TN Molwankes 2012
P/C Bolr Schimit, AP 5t Paul 2013
Lt Bill Galligan P Dwor County 2013

Hominating Commities Alernates (1 year term)

P/C Leo Loeb, SN

Central Wisconsin Lt'C Psul Foberts, 5
Door County TBD

Drohath Cdr Mary Brisky, AP
Green Bay TED

Hiawatha Valley PiC Marie Coons, P
Miadison PiC Cindy Pari=i, P
Milwankes BDVC Fon Eraase SH
Iimnetomka Lt Donsld Damean. AP
Oshkaosh TED

5t Paml TED

Sheboyzan TED

See the full color version on the web at www.usps-d10.org
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= B USPS® District 10
Hotel 2010 Change of Watch
Group Rate The Sheraton Inn & Conference Center I e
Guaraniee Madison, Wisconsin

March 19-21, 2010 i
Ext?r‘:.dﬂ Mbythmmmil;ﬁmmm

" Conference Registration Form
February 24

Hotel Resary ations:

The Sheraton Hotels & Resors  Madison
Reserve your 706 John Nolan Drive Madison, W1 53713
Room today! Toll Free 1-B66-716-8103

G A hitp:isheratonmadison. com
Crowp Rates £125.00vnaght single or double
Eakes am in effect uniEl 271452010

M Conlerence Menu Selections

! misals inchudk hot or ioed ea, milk, brawad —— Amoant
Sierbucks® Cofiea, dinner rolls, and dessart ‘

Mame 2 Eiids. memu iems arailabls by advanos & quest

Auddress

Friday MS3PS 50" Dinner Show Cholces:
City & Tip 1. Aoested Raspberry Pork Loin: $35
mm&wmﬁ?gdd mashad potain, baby
- .~
Squadron or A Miliation 'mgdii?...j d grean salad, and a
Tebephone

prean salad
.'llll.ll...lllll‘llllll L —

. 3. Chefs Vepetwrian Selecsion: 335
Celebrate 50 years of the Madison Sall and Power

Squodron Friday night with the sounds of the Rat
Pock. Modisens own, loe Seallssl, will be belting out
the tunes that made Frank Sinatra, Sammy Davis Ir.

and Dean Martin Legends.

Samrday Conderence Lunch:

1. FAoast Beef Sandwich: 20 L.

ononon cabaa rol, kSuos, lomals, onicn,
prowoinng, h:vr:-n'ld'uhl:;um LA SEG

2 Chicken Cobb Salad: £30 1
mndgmwﬁmrrmdmmd:h:-hﬂx -

assorcd ard
hll'lm parmasan dressing on

3. ChefsVepetaran Sslection: $20 —

50 years later, we're still swinging, just llke Fronk,
Sammy, Deon & Joe

Samrday D0 COW Dinner Choloes:

1. Plstachlo Apricot Chicken: $35
ﬁdﬁmh::lwhr:dmm |

3 o o,
ﬁ.ﬂﬂuﬁw e

2 [Filet of Sifoin Au Polve: $35 A
Tep Sirkoin, Dijon mustard and black
pepporoiTes, rossiod baby red potatocs,
EECAEIOUS, EEN PR OO SN

3. ChefsVepetanan Sehection: $35 . -

Total Amount Enclosed —

hake Checis Payabie lo: MS5PS

hitp:/fwww . joescalissi.com

Send Regisiraiions 1o: Julie PenH-Washa,
E228 Dormybill Rd,
D Forest, W 3532

For More Conference Information go to
fluspe-d10.




2010 Spring Conference Agenda
19, 20, 21 March 2010
Madison Sheraton Hotel
Collaborate

Celebhrate DIIF'

UNITED § POWER SOUADRONS mﬁﬂﬂ?&ﬂ# e
Ame g pating Club

Communicate

Friday, 19 March

1330-1800 Registration Balcony Lobby
1400-1530 District Planining Committes [Closed Meating)) Connection 2
1400-1530 District Nominating Committes (Closed Maeting) Connection 4
1530-1730 District Council Meeting Inspiration
1800-1900 Hospitality - Cash Bar and Madison 507 Anniversary Gallery Destination Ballrsom
150022400 Rat Pack Musical Tribute Dinner Sfrow Destination Ballroom
Saturday, 20 March

D630-0800 Braakfast — on your own

0800-1000 Registration 2™ Floor Balcony
0800-1000 Commanders Workshop Reflection A
0800-1000 Executive Department Workshop Reflection B
0800-1000 Administrative Department Workshap Reflection C
0800-1000 Treasurer Department Workshop Connection 2
0800-1000 Secretary Department Workshop Connection 4
0800-1000 Education Department Workshop Reflection D
001000 1# Timers Orientation 2™ Floor Baloony
1000-1030 Moming Break

1030-1145 District Conference Mesting: Posting of Colors & Imtroduction of Guests Destination Morth

Keynote Address: "Attack of the Asian Carp, Jessica VanEgeren & Dr Philip Moy

1145-1245 Member & Shipmate Luncheon: Slide Presentation by Author, Martha Greene Phillips Destination South
"The Floating Boathouses of the Upper Mississippi™

13001 500 District Conference Meating & Election Diestination Morth
1500-1530 Afternoon Break
1530-1700 Presentation: "The Chicage Fish Barrier & the Great Lakes™ Reflection A

US &rmvy Corps of Engineers Representative & Dr Philip Moy
1730-1830 Hospitality - Cash Bar Destination Ballroom
1830-2200 Dinner, Awards, District 10 Change of Watch Program Destination Ballroom

Sunday, 21 March
0630-0800 Breakfast — on your own

0800-1000 Zail Angle Webinar and Constant Contact Presentation Reflection A
0800-1100 CPR/AED Training Class $25, Pre-registration reguired by contacting: Reflection B

Capt Cliff Schmidt @ (612) 8654641 or Cliff @ schmidimarine.com
1000-1100 "M Club™ Seminar Open to all Members, Shipmates and Guests Reflection D

"Marine Repowering & Repair on 2 Large Scale”, Palmer Johnson Power Systems
1100-1300 District 10 Bridge Meating Journey Board Room
Uniform of the Day:
Friday Afbernaon Busirais Codual or Team USPS shirts =
Fricday Evering Semi-formal Attire (lacket Recommended), Ladies "Dressy” Casual 10 ; .
Saburday Team USPS shirts, Bricge will wear DJC Kathy's Tearm Shirt 1 'wj""”“ ——
Saturday Evening Unifiorm A with Bow Tie or appropriate Evenirg Attine '

Sundary Casual itire, Bricge will wear DJC Jim's Team Shit
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District Staff

District Commander District Educational Officer D10 Webmaster

Kathy Schult John Winger Leo Loeb

865 986-3600 262 646-4941 920 465-8880
schultkm@gmail.com cwinger@wi.rr.com leo@leoloeb.com
District Executive Officer District Treasurer Communicator Editor
Jim Pahl-Washa Bud Broekema Richard Baker

608 846-8088 952 936-0079 608 850-5192
jpwasha@execpc.com budbroekema@comcast.net tichard@tds.net

District Secretary

District Administrative Officer Jetf Davis —

. "TION 2009
Mike Skelley 651 457-0588
952 470-0974 Capjd75.@aol.com na sm

UNITED STATES POWER SQUADRONS

michael.skelley@monster.com

Call to the Meeting

To: All District 10 Members

In accordance with the bylaws of District 10, Section 5.6, the District 10 2010 Spring Conference (to which all members
are cordially invited) has been called.
The Council meeting will be held on 19 March 2010 at Sheraton Inn and Conference Center, 706 John Nolan Dr.
Madison Wisconsin and will convene at 1530; and the Conference meeting will be held on 20 March 2010 at the
same location, and will convene at 1030 for the purpose of acting on matters set forth below:
1. To receive and act upon reports of officers and committees.
2. To elect officers and committee members. Please refer to the
report of the Nominating Committee attached hereto.
3. To consider and act upon any other business that may
properly come before this meeting.
D/Lt/C Jeffrey R Davis, AP
District 10 Secretary
Note: Ofticial Call to the Meeting will be sent to the District Council

and all Past District Commanders by Email and all pertaining reports and this Call to the Meeting can be found on the D-
10 web site.

See the full color version on the web at www.usps-d10.org
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AU wembers of Disteict 10 ane condially inuited
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At thein Change of Watch 19 Wanch 2010

This event will be held in conjunction with the D10 2010 Spring Conference
In Madison, Wisconsin

19-21 March 2010
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The D10 Communicator is published two times a year in the Spring and in the Fall. District 10 is a unit of the United States Power Squadrons®.
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